Step three- Diagramming

My next step in sermon preparation isto diagram the Greek text. There are many forms
that are used to do this, but | use a simple block diagramming method. For those of you
who do not know Greek | would highly encourage you to still use this method in English.
Theideaisto push al of the important verbs to the left, and all of the modifiersto the
right. After you are done you can look at your diagram and see the important verbs (like
acommand). Thiswill help you boil down a passage to see what the writer wastrying to
convey. Thisstepisvita asyou are moving towards a preaching outline (Homiletical
Outline). Hereiswhat my diagramming for James 5:12 looks like. First | have put the
Greek text, then | have inserted the English text (I would normally only use the Greek
text). | have provided a key at the bottom to explain the various symbols used.

James 5:12 (NA27 Int.)
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you will not fall under
judgment

From our diagramming we see that there are four important verbs (oneis actually
implied), and thus four main ideas. 1) Do not swear. 2) Let your yes be yes. 3) Let you
no be no (the verb isimplied in the Greek text). 4) Thefinal verb isthe end result of the
previous verbs; you will not fall under judgment. Next time we will form an analytical
outline that will detail this more clearly.

Key:
A signifies that the word has been moved from its original order.
signifies the original location of a word that has been moved.
» Signifies the direct/indirect object

signifies parallel statments



